General procedure for the synthesis of phenol:An oven-dried Schlenk tube was charged with CuI (19 mg, 0.1 mmol), aryl halide (1 mmol), 8-hydroxyquinoline (29 mg, 0.2 mmol) and KOH (224 mg, 4 mmol). The tube was evacuated and backfilled with argon, and DMSO (1 mL), t-BuOH (1 mL) and H 2 O (0.1 mL) were added. The reaction mixture was stirred at 100℃ till the material was completely converted (monitored by TLC). Then the mixture was acidified to pH~1 (for 2q, pH~5) with 1 N HCl and extracted with EtOAc (10 mL *3). The combined organic phases were successively washed with H 2 O and brine, then dried over Na 2 SO 4 . After removal of the solvent in vacuo, the residue was purified with flash chromatography to get the corresponding phenol. 
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